
Pending Broadcast Ownership Rulemaking Proceedings

I first would like to thank commissioner Michel Copps for his dedication to
preserving the integrity of radio. I am glad to have such a person representing
me at the FCC.

I too am extremely concerned about consolidation in the media, in particular
radio station ownership.  Presently I work for KPRI FM FM1021 one of the only
independently owned stations in San Diego.  The majority here in San Diego are
owned by Clear Channel Communications.  In the past 7 years I have seen an
enormous amount of changes occur in both the San Diego and Los Angeles
markets.  At first I was able to understand the laissez-faire approach of the FCC
but as the years have gone by  I am deeply saddened by the changes that have
occurred and some that are still to come.

The loosening of ownership caps and limits that took place seven years ago has
created a number of problems in radio.  We have enabled very few companies to
own the majority of radio stations because of this we are now seeing:

Lack of Community Service
These stations no longer serve the communities of licensure�you cannot serve
your community from across the country.  In addition they are unable to reflect
the uniqueness or diversity of the community

News Reporting Bias
When one company owns most of the radio stations any news that is provided by
their station is likely to have their bias.  A good example of this is how little
anyone is hearing about this very issue of broadcast ownership on any news
radio station since most of them are owned by the large companies who have
most to gain.

Censorship
Recently the Cumulus Broadcast Company removed all Dixie Chicks songs from
all of their stations because of the artist�s political viewpoint.  Don�t we have a
constitutional amendment concerning this?  In addition the quality of music being
played is of concern.  I am often disgusted by some of the inappropriate lyrics I
hear on top rated stations owned by major conglomerates.  There seems to be
little accountability for these companies.



Unemployment
In the past 4 to 5 years thousands of jobs nation wide have been lost due to
consolidation.

Poor Quality Product
Poor talent level- Radio talent no longer upholds some of the basics of the
English language.  With automated shows being broadcast in other communities
hundreds of miles away you are now bringing the bad habits of one community to
another.  An example is of a top rated announcer in Los Angeles who is unable
to speak English properly. Because he works for Clear Channel his show is now
broadcast to many smaller markets.  His style of speaking has become accepted
in these small markets, since he is from �the big city� people buy into the idea of
these speech patterns as acceptable.

Programming has become homogonous; it no longer reflects the diversity and
uniqueness of a community.  It is uninteresting and fits into a �cookie cutter
approach�.

It is my understanding that the task of the FCC is to promote localism, diversity
and competition in the marketplace. Then we must tighten ownership caps and
limit the number of radio stations one company can own to achieve this.

Thank you for your time

Jodina Scazzola

If there is anything else I can do to help protect the integrity of radio please
advise me.  jodinas@cox.net


